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Yes,!We're!

Local Prostitution Goes Digital = nowiintprine:

SHOCKING TRUTH:
Underage Girls Bought
and Sold as Sex Slaves
Today in Jacksonville

By Austin Cassidy

When the Jacksonville Observer
launched as an online publication
in May of 2009, | wasn't sure what
kind of reaction we would get.
Would anyone care? Would anyone
actually visit the website?

Well, here we are a year later
and clearly something has gone
right. Not only has the website
been a tremendous success, but
we've expanded to radio and print
as well"

lat's right - every Wednesday
you can hear theJacksonville
Observer Radio Showith host
Tom Patton on ABC 1320 WBOB.
And on Saturday morning our
sports columnist Richard Miller
has his very own program, called
Inside the Game

And of course, the monthly print
publication that you're holding in
your hands at this very moment.

We know Jacksonville has no
shortage of free weekly and monthly
alternative magazines. Finding a
space in the marketplace will be no
easy challenge. But if the upward
momentum we've experienced
during the past year is any clue, it
seems like Jacksonville is ®nally
ready for a conservative alternative"

We hope you enjoy this ®rst
edition and we look forward to
putting out many more.

In between paper versions, we

By Ryan Day

Recruited. Groomed. Prepared
Chosen. lese are just some of
the ways that women as young
as 14 describe how they were le
into the sex slave industry.

le common misconception
is that prostitution only happens
late at night on the wrong side
of town. But in an age where
commerce is moving rapidly to
the Internet, the buying and
selling of young women has als
made the digital leap.

al've been doing this for two
years,° said 2Beth® a 17-year
old Jacksonville resident whd
currently advertises herself o
the popular classi®eds websi
Craigslist. 2I'm looking for a ™
sugar daddy. Maybe something
long term. Maybe not. | just want
someone to take me out. We cal
go dancing, dinner, whatever, yol
know? And if anything happens
at the end of the night, then
whatever. lat's up to you and
me.°

Beth asked that her name bg
withheld not only for privacy
purposes but because she does also hope you'll take a few moments
want her mother to know the lifef : : 3 to check out our digital counterpart
she's leading. ' atwww.JaxObserver.com

NOTE: We have used assumed names to ensure the safety of wkdhegilis iatéclée iStockPhoto
Continued on page 8

I elTealParty:!Al ird!Party!in!the!Making?

By Darcy G. Richardson sides of the aisle. An aroused citizenrto minority status for the foreseeabléObama administration of 8promoting twenty years when he criticized
is the last thing leaders in both majorfuture. bad behavior® and called for a 2Tedresident Obama's plan to provide
Like a thousand-piece jigsaw puzzlepartieswantto see. Nervous Democrats Given the country's current nationalParty® protest in February 2009, themortgage assistance for struggling
the tea party movement is arguablyear that the angry populism embodiedlebt and economic crisis B a ®scatea party movement has grown by leagsomeowners on the oor of the
the most complex, if not confusing,in the growing movement could swee@nd ®nancial catastrophe in whicland bounds. According to a recenChicago Mercantile Exchange, quickly
citizen-led phenomenon in U.S.them from power in November while both major parties share a largdJSA Today/Gallup survey, some 28distanced himself from the nascent
history. One almost needs a scorecattie Republicans worry that the anti-degree of culpability B Democrats percent of the American people nowmovement, the tea party has spawned
to keep track of the various groups andovernment insurgency they helpe@&nd Republicans alike have plenty ofonsider themselves supporters of theeveral nationally-organized groups
players involved and a crystal ball téuel could eventually spiral out ofreason to be worried. movement, up from 17 percent only aand thousands of local organizations
predict where it might lead. control, resulting in the creation of a From the moment CNBC's Rick month ago. throughout the country. Jacksonville
It's a phenomenon that has struckiew and potentially viable third-party Santelli, in a rage-fueled display While Santelli, who sparked theis one of those communities, boasting
fear in the hearts of politicians on bothmovement that could doom the GOP of television theatrics, accused thgreatest civic reawakening in nearly Continued on pages 5-7
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aBlessed are
young, for they
shall inherit the

national debt.°
PHerbert Hoover
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t Things To Do...

JACKSONVILLE SHARK
Veterans Arena - May 14 & 22

Experience Arena football action at
one of these two home games for
the Jacksonville Sharks.

On Friday, May 14, the Sharks
will face-o! against the Dallas
Vigilantes.

Then on Saturday May 22, the
Sharks will take on the Cleveland
Gladiators.

Tickets start at $8.

Find out more about the Sharks:
www.JaxSharks.com

JACKSONVILLE GREEN
AND WELLNESS EXPO
Prime Osborn - May 15-16

Organized by Global GreenUp, LLC.

This event's goal is to inspire and
encourage individuals to embrace
a life of health, wellness and "tness
through awareness of natural and
alternative resources and solutions,
energy conservation and recycling,
advanced medicine research,

SJACKSONVILLE CRAFT
IMPORT BEER FESTIVA

Veterans Arena - May 21

) HiEAbtidre about this event:

An even more impressive selection
of American craft beers and
imported beers from around the
world will be available to sample at
the 2nd Annual Jacksonville Craft
and Import Beer Festival.

For those who celebrate and
search for great beer, join us at the
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial
Arena, to experience the rich, bold,
and unique %avors you can only
get at this event.

General admission is only $30, VIP
passed cost only $45.

www.JaxBeerFest.com

CHICAGO: THE MUSICAL

Times Union Center - May 21-23

In this day and age, when everyone
wants more bang for their buck, it's
good to know there's a @sure thing®

- CHICAGO: The Musical.

ABIDSINESS EXPO 2010
\L Prime Osborn - May 26

Over 200 exhibitors will oler
information and samples of their
products and services. Additional
workshops will also be o!ered
throughout the day.

Take advantage of this opportunity
to network with over 1,500
business professionals. The event
is open to the general public and
admission is free.

Find out more online at:
www.OpportunityJacksonville.com

AXEMEN 2PROS VS. JO
UNF Hodges Stadium - May 29

This is a pre-season 2Pros vs. Joes®
Game that includes UNF Rugby
players.

For more information, call
(904) 536-7501 or email
Spinnerhowland@comcast.net.

JOAN RIVERS

Florida Theatre - June 3

THE JACKSONVILLE
JAZZ FESTIVAL

Downtown Jax - May 27-30

Announced performers for the
2010 Jacksonville Jazz Festival
include Patti LaBelle, Spyro Gyra,
Tito Puente Jr., Chris Botti, Ledisi,
Irvin May"eld, Spanish Harlem
Orchestra, Bernie Williams,
Basia, Superstars of Jazz Fusion,
Buckwheat Zydeco, among many
others.

Admission to the festival is free

but attendees will also have

the opportunity to purchase

Experience Jazz packages and

daily preferred seating passes for
E SPtestival days and many other

festival perks.

For more information visit:
www.COJ.net

THE JACKSONVILLE SUNS

The Baseball Grounds

The Jacksonville Suns provide
some of the best baseball you can
"nd anywhere.

It's got the funniest songs, the
hottest dancing, the sexiest
cast and the greatest story on

Baseball greats such as Hammerin'
Hank Aaron, Nolan Ryan, Tom
Seaver, and Alex Rodriguez have

The Jacksonville Observer welcomes|comments. . .
and suggestions, as well as information a%%m:é%'on’ nutrition, exercise,

errors that call for corrections. We are coligiRiig benets of living a healthy
to presenting information fairly and accurkifesstyle and long term savings.

Joan Rivers made her name in the
1960s as a sharp-tongued New York

PUBLISHER & EDITOR
Austin Cassidy

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Ryan Day, Robin Lumb, Darcy Richar
Je! Hunt, Alex Rose and Adam J. Loc

Letters to the Editor
austin@jaxobserver.com

News Tips
tips@jaxobserver.com

Advertising Inquiries
austin@jaxobserver.com
Phone: (904) 868-5963

The two-day event will feature

a new and innovative mix of
exhibitors and expert speakers
through several classes, workshops,

dlsot'}emos, kids activities and face
eaﬁainting, networking, a recycling

drive and much more#

Admission is only $5 for adults and
kids under 12 get in free.

Find out more online:
www.GlobalGreenUp.com

Broadway. No wonder CHICAGO
has been honored with six Tony
Awardsé&, two Olivier Awards,

a Grammyé& and thousands of
standing ovations.

Plus, it makes any event more
special from killer "rst dates to
unforgettable anniversaries.

For more information and tickets:
www.JaxEvents.com

comedian. A graduate of Barnard
College, she started o! as a serious
actress but quickly moved into
stand-up comedy. By 1965 she was
appearing on Johnny Carson's late
night talk show, and by the end of
the decade she was one of the few
nationally known female comics.

Rivers appeared on Carson's The
Tonight Show nearly 100 times
and served as the show's only
apermanent guest host® between
1983 and 1986.

Find out more online:
www.FloridaTheatre.com

all spent time in Jacksonville
perfecting their skills. Who knows?
Some of today's Suns could be
tomorrow's stars# So, bring the
family down to the ballpark, grab a
hotdog, and see for yourself what
all the excitement is about.

May 26-30: Against the
Chattanooga Lookouts.

May 31-June 4: Against the
Carolina Mudcats.

Find out more online:
www.JaxSuns.com

What's The B

CONSERVATIVE
TALK RADIO

hursday at 5pm on ABC 1<
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Is Now !e Right Time to Buy?

By Adam J. Locklear
and Alex Rose

Clearly 2009 was a confusing time
to be a homebuyer in Florida. But if
you follow local and national trends,
you know that things are looking up.

Flip on the HDTV and you see
various television series featuring ®r
time homebuyers searching for thei
dream villa.

Ask any Realtor the basic questior
of rent versus buy and you will get
very direct answer. With the swift
punch of a mortgage calculator an
a few encouraging words they wil
quickly persuade you to purchase
home.

But what type of home should you
buy and how will you comfortably
complete such a task in the curren
economy?

Following the mortgage meltdown
you could ask the average person ¢
the street what they knew about the
real estate market and you would ge
the same dull answer: @it is bad® the
would haphazardly tell you.

At the same time, every news
station was telling them hope is a dim
light at the end of a long tunnel.

In reality, most people will remain
idle until they know for sure things are
safe.

While sitting on the fence, renters
who continue to pay o# their landlord'sfunds upon the sale of the home, buteal estate market, buyers with a littleleals sell with little to no repair.
mortgage, will miss out on the bestare not charged for the loan as theommon sense stand the best chance Do not be afraid to get your hands
real estate buyer's market of the lashterest rate is 0%. With hints of newto weather the storm. dirty, all you need is to meet the right
century. Federal tax credits couple@rograms on the way from local banks Plus, if you purchase a home for legseople who can help you succeed.
with the lowest interest rates on recoréaind government entities, buyers wilthan 80% Loan to Value (LTV) you  Who knows, you could ®nd the
are seeing buyers settle into homesontinue to receive support from thedo not have to pay private mortgageleal of your lifetime$
with housing payments less than theiprivate and public sector to secure msurance. "at can reduce your Do not wait to buy a home, by the
previous rental payments. homestead. mortgage payment by as much as a fetimme the bottom of this real estate

With ®rst time home buyers Buyers notonly have down paymenhundred dollars a month. market is realized the opportunity will
comprising more than 80% of theassistance, low interest rates and tax When you ®nd a home you likealready be gone.
market, it's clear
generation of homebuyers has arrivegupply of housing to choose from. assess market conditions and tell yotne bene®ts later.

Programs such as 2Florida Assist® and Retail buyers can go to anythingwhat the home is worth. Do your

aH2H° help ®rst time homebuyersfrom staged retail deals, livableesearch. Many homes are priced a0 learn more, contact Alex Ro
receive federal and local assistanstort sale properties and handymaB0% LTV or less already. Adam Locklear of Locklear Red
towards the down payment on theirbank foreclosures. While sellers and Not all short sales and bank(904) 993-1346.
®rst home. "ey must repay the mortgagers bite the nail in a decliningforeclosures are ugly houses. Many

Has the housing market ! nally turned the corner? Stock Photo

that the nextcredits but also have a nearly endlesgntact an expert Realtor who can Buy a discount home now and reap

NASCAR
Needs a Boost

Tribune Media Service

NASCAR pledged the
2010 season would be aimed at
placating its hard-core supporters
with rough-and-tumble racing,
but the recession still seems to
be slamming the wallets of its
middle-class fan base.

According to estimates from
olcial box scores, attendance
decreased in nine of the ®rst 10
races, with double-digit drops
at Bristol Motor Speedway (14
percent), Phoenix International
Raceway (13 percent) and
Talladega Superspeedway (13
percent). International Speedway
Corp., which owns Phoenix,
Talladega and 10 more tracks that
host Sprint Cup races, said during
a ®rst-quarter conference call last
month that crowds at its speedways
were at 81 percent of capacity.

a"e year is unfolding
as predicted,® said Roger
VanDerSnick, ISC's chief
operating o!cer. 2"e biggest
impediment is the economy.®

To spice up its competition,
NASCAR tried to encourage more
action by loosening the rules. But
the short tracks most renowned for
the fender-banging embraced by
longtime fans also have su#ered
erosion in crowds that have
been a bellwether of NASCAR
popularity.

After 55 consecutive sellouts,
Bristol's 0.533-mile oval was more
than 20,000 short of its 160,000
capacity March 21.

Richmond International
Raceway, which sold out 33
consecutive races from 1991 to
2008, was listed at 93,000 in
early May, its ®rst crowd below
six ®gures since the Chase for the
Sprint Cup began in 2004.

Se OrvanDerSnick said blogs and

[tyi@grnet forums indicated fans still
were warming up to NASCAR's
changes.

Spirituality: Our Faith is Demonstrated by

How We Handle Calamities

By Norris Burkes,

) chaplain who serves as comfortinggss most famous victim, Yankees ®rstYou don't know what will be next.°
Florida Today

angel to the terminally ill. baseman, Lou Gehrig. While Jim's disease left us both
Unfortunately, she's not exempt

things happening to bad people.

"e hard truth is that people of

It a#tects about 30,000 people inwondering what happened to clergyfaith are granted no more riches or

a'm glad I'm sitting next to a from the devilish misery sometimegshe United States by attacking theluck, the sense of entitled protectionn’icted with any fewer tragedies,

chaplain,® said a fellow passenger aftén icted on good people.
hearing the pilot's announcement of

a possible problem with our landingdaughter, she met a drunkenstages of the disease keep their menttde feeling common among good
gear. driver in the middle of a facilities, but often are paralyzed ana¢hurch people.
On our ®nal approach, when weSacramento, Calif.,, intersection.die within ®ve years of diagnosis. It's not a false or o#-putting to

could see the emergency vehicles
racing alongside us, my seatmate
added, 2I'm hoping you have some
pull with the Big Guy upstairs.®

"at incident happened in the late
"80s, but it wasn't the last time my
traveling companions identi®ed me . . .
as their good luck charm. It happened POSSible problem with our landing gear.
while patrolling in the aftermath
of Katrina, during a bird strike on aHer daughter is OK, but the jury still
military aircraft and also through ais out on my friend.
very dicey thunderstorm in a 35-year- After weeks of hospitalization, articulate man with the voice of a PBShome party for his younger son, who
old single-engine Cessna.

While sometimes charming,
know I'm not a good luck charm.
Nevertheless, as | prepared to visit &ucson, Ariz., to see retired Air Forceeating.
few chaplain friends last month, | waschaplain Jim Young. Su#ering from
praying for some of that luck.

“I'm glad I'm sitting next to a

from worldly dangers.®
It's as though we expect a believer
exemption on calamity.
It's much the same

chaplain,” said a fellow passenger after
hearing the pilot's announcement of a

| her weak smiles to one per visitor.  swallowing ability, slurred his speecland squandered his inheritance.
For my second visit, | went to and took away one of his biggest joys, "e rage expressed by the older son

she's still unable to speak and rationsadio broadcaster. But ALS stole hishad previously disowned his familycivilian hospital
Air

has been called the ugly side of beingww.thechaplain.net.
alt's a series of losses,° he said @®od. It's our expression of discontenfollow him on Twitter - user name is
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Jim's poured liquid nutrients into his that we weren't blessed for our faithfuPchaplain® - or on Facebook at facebook.

nerve cells that control voluntaryis not limited to clergy. In the hospital temptations or in®rmities than are
While on an errand with her muscle movement. Patients in the latepatients | saw as a chaplain, | foundhose without faith.

Jesus asserted that God causes

the 2the sun to warm and the rain

nourish - to everyone, regardless,®

piousness, but rather a subconsciouseaning the passengers on my plane
belief that says: 2God and | are on thevith the faulty landing gear were
same team, and | ought to be shieldethcing the same possible fate, no
matter what their faith or lack of it.

Our landing was uneventful that

day. But it reminded me that at the
thought end of the day, it's really not how many
expressed by the older son in Jesuslamities we avoid that demonstrates
famous parable of the Prodigal Sonour faith, it's how well we "y through
If evil could customize a disease fote older brother became enraged the calamities to manage a peaceful
my friend, it would be ALS. Jim's anwith his father for planning a welcomelanding.

Norris Burkes is a former
chaplain and an
National Guard chaplain.

Write norris@thechaplain.net or visit
You can also

My ®rst visit was to a hospicedisease is more commonly known fostomach through his feeding tubeservice. It's an unjust anger over goodom/norrisburkes.



LISTEN UP!

Wednesdays, 5pm

“THE JACKSONVILLE
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Protestors at a First Coast Tea Party event Photo: FirstCoastTeaParty.org
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Texas billionaire and two-time Presidential candidate Ross Perot

llovethetruth.c:
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An Orlando Tea Partier expresses her displeasure with Cdmghgss at a recen
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4] had a boyfriend when | was 15 who
put me up on there [Craigslist and
MySpace]... he said | could make money
and | did. I'm 300 dollars a night.°

Photo: iStockPhoto
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How Would You Fix Downtown Ja

we want to know -- feedback@jaxob
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FEMA's Disaster Fund Runs Dry

Tribune News Service

lis year's numerous disasters
have tapped the Federal Emergenc
Management Agency dry, even as
hurricane season fast approaches.

le House agreed back in March
to give the agency an extra $5.1 billior
for the ®scal year ending Sept. 30. Bt
the Senate hasn't acted, despite rece
“ooding in Tennessee.

Hurricane season begins June 1.

aWe've got projects that are
starting to be held up,® said Sen. Mary
Landrieu, D-La. 2le jar is empty.°

FEMA  Administrator  Craig
Fugate said while visiting Tennesse
recently that 2there's an urgency® tc
approving the funding. He said the
agency could respond to emergencie
as they occur but couldn't help rebuilo
afterward.

aWe are not going to be delayed in
helping individuals in the emergency
response costs,® Fugate said. 2But ¢
this “ood is going to show, we already
have almost $1 billion in outstanding
projects from previous disasters tha
we cannot move forward on.°

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., tried to win unanimous
Senate approval of the FEMA money.
But Republicans won't cooperate
unless spending is cut elsewhere in th
budget.

aWe will continue to work on this
issue until it is resolved,® Reid said.

Reid attempted to lump the FEMA
money in with other spending items,
including $1.25 billion for black
farmers who were denied equal access
to loan programs and additional
funding for Haiti earthquake relief,
for a package that could reach $5@combined 18 disasters this year befoomused an estimated $1.5 billion irrebuilding schools in New Orleans,

billion. the House voted to give FEMA extra damage. and an arbitration panel ruled in
Sen. Joseph Lieberman, thefundingin March. FEMA's disaster fund provides January that the agency must pay $474
Connecticut independent who  Since then, major disasters haveemporary housing and counselingnillion to rebuild Charity Hospital.

heads the Homeland Security andeen declared for winter storms ofor disaster survivors and
Governmental
said disaster relief enjoys bipartisalvest Virginia, Rhode
support, but he wasn't sure which patiMassachusetts, Delaware, New Jerseghout $2 billion a year for disasterslocal government in the immediate
FEMA funding might take. Pennsylvania, New York, Minnesota,but also routinely asks for additionakresponse, we do not have the ability

ale only thing | know is that NorthDakota, Nebraska, Connecticut,funding, peaking at $43 billion in now to fund permanent work,°
they need more money in disasteMississippi, Alabama, Tennessee an#8005 and nearly $11 billion in 2008. Fugate said. 2And that's going to be
assistance,® Lieberman said. Maryland.

Meanwhile, natural disasters keep Record ooding in early May in dating to Hurricane Katrina

stacking up. Sixteen states experiencéthshville killed at least 20 people an@005. For example, the agency is stihack to Katrina.°

repairs 2While we can meet the immediate

A"airs Committee, “ooding in Maine, New Hampshire, or replaces public buildings, roadspeeds of survivors in these declared

FEMA is still paying for disasters a key factor in this recovery as well 8s
in previous disasters going all the way

WANTED:
Lt. Governor

Tribune News Service

DENVER - Wanted: a double
stroller, a screenwriter and a
candidate for Colorado lieutenant
governor.

Only the last posting on
Craigslist comes from candidate
for governor, Jason R. Clark, who
says if you want independent-
minded leaders, you need to be
willing to look anywhere and
everywhere for them.

aWe want to invite everybody
in,° he said in a recent interview.
aWe want the best and the
brightest. We want some new
ideas, new leadership. If you're out
there and you think you might be
interested in this area, give me a
call. We'll interview you and put
you on the list.°

le classi®ed posting lays out
the guidelines for any possible
candidate. ey must have been
registered as an independent or
una#liated before June 15, 2009.
ley must be at least 30 years
old and have been a resident of
Colorado for the last two years.
le salary is $68,500.

He says the reaction to the
Craigslist posting has been
spectacular.

2We need more independent
thinkers,° he said. 2We need
leaders who want to be held
accountable. We need leaders who
seek out and take responsibility for
their actions,® Clark said.

le businessman and former
U.S. Army o#cer said he doesn't
feel represented by either of the
major parties and that he feels he's
best-suited to rebuild the state's
economy.

He says the health care debate
is the perfect example of the
system gone awry where most
everyone in one party voted one

Island, bridges and utilities. e agency gets disasters, and we can support state and way and everyone in the other

voted the other way.

aYou're telling me there's not
any independent thinkers that
thought maybe there's another way
to do this,° Clark said. 2Maybe
there are some new, fresh ideas we
could bring into the process?°
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Where Can | Find The Jacksonville Observer?

The Observer Monthly is a free publication distributed throu ghout Duval,
Nassau, Clay, Baker and St. Johns counties at nearly 100 locations.

You can "nd a copy at most area Gate gas stations, many public | ibraries,
the Duval and Clay County courthouses, The Jacksonville Landin g,
Cotton’s BBQ, the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, the Museum of Sci ence
and History, UNF, Jones College, Florida State College at Jackson ville,

Jacksonville University, NAS Jacksonville, Renna’s Pizza at
The St. Johns Town Center, and select Winn-Dixie, Wal-Mart
and Walgreen's locations.

For more information, visit our website: www.JaxOb server.com
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